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April 30, 2012

RE: Testimonyin OPPOSITIONto BUI 11: Relatingto PublicParks

DearCouncil Chairperson,

My nameis Brian Chatig Lam the Vice President/GeneralManagerof ilima Tours &. Transportation,a
tiansportalionprovideron Oahusince I9~. I amtestitying in OI’YO~I lION of Hill II i’elating to Yublic
Parks.

I believethat this bill is misguided,andwill not achievewhat it is intending.

First, restrictingaccessto public parkswill hurt reputablewholesalerssuchasDragon,who play by the
rules,andwill encourageless-than-favorableoperatorsto cheatto fill in ahugedemandfor visitors to
enjoythenaturalbeautyof Hawaii.

As in thecaseof HanaumaBay, with its “taxi” operatorsoperatingvansbackandforth from Koko
Marina to the Bay, you cannotrestrictpublic accessto the beach. T fearthat this is what will happenwith
KailuaBeach(andothers,as they seekthe. samerestrictionsin the future). I predicta plethoraof new
“taxis” will operateto andfrom Kailua BeachPark from anearbylocation. In addition,these“taxis” will
produceenormousamountsoftraffic congestionin andaroundthe parkandparking lot.

Also, the Statespendsenormoussumsof tax dollarsattractingvisitorsto Hawaii. Ironically, in thiscase,
they advertisethesameparks(Kaiiua Beach& HanaumaBay)which you now seekto restrict.

If you needanotherexample,think of whathappenedat the TantalusScenicLookout. The City & County
of Honolulu reducedvehiclesizeandweight allowedon that road, theend result is now dozensof less
then favorableoperatorsclogging the roadsat night, insteadofjust a few rninibuses..

The largest(by far) economiccomponentof our economyis tourism. The jobsit createsandthetaxesit
raisesvia theTransientAccommodationsTax, incometaxes,andexcisetaxesareenormous.

This bill will notachieveits intended,goal. It will hurt the legitimateplayersand hurtour economy.

Pleasekill thisbill.

Thankyou,

Sincerely,

Vice PresidentlGM

Ilirna ‘fours & ‘Transportation
3230 UalenaStreet,Honolulu, HI 96819-1918 Ph. (808) 836-1881 Fax. (888) 596-3390
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